
COVID-19 Task Force 

1.21.2021 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Brenda Beasley, Jared Bruggeman, Paula Carson, Josh Doak, Cheryl Dobson, 

Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, Wendy McGrane, 

Scott Meeker, Don Mihulka, Maddy Nagel, Nicholas Nicoletti, Cori Reid, Debra Schow-Smith, 

Scott Snell, Julie Stamps, Chad Stebbins, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Rob Yust, Jeff Zimmerman 

Unable to Attend 
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Notes 

1. Welcome  

a. Dr. Wengert brought the meeting to order at 1:15 and thanked everyone for 

attending  

 

2. New Items 

a. Rob announced that Southern will be receiving additional CARES money, which is 

now being referred to as HEERF2.  We will receive the exact amount as last semester 

($2.378M) to be allocated to the students and will work with Student Affairs on how 

to get it distributed. The University has been allocated $6.069M from this money.   

As of now, it isn’t clear what needs to be submitted, if anything, to use these funds.  

Will update when more information is available.  Hayley asked if it will be the same 

amount for the students and Rob answered yes.  Julie W. added that they will have 

to go through the stipulations on what to do before it is allocated. 

 

3. Updates/Sub-Committee Areas 

a. Student Senate  

Hayley reported that the Student Senate COVID Ad Hoc meeting voted at last night’s 

meeting on a proposal to change Spring Break because of the 9-day absence from 

campus.  They suggested a scenario similar to Thanksgiving Break – to take the week 

before dead week off and finish the last two weeks online.  Rob reminded the 

Committee that they will not be making the decision.  The decision will be made by 

the President’s Cabinet after they have received advice from faculty and students.  

Paula’s concerns would be if we need to make the call this early and if we sacrifice 

the face to face interaction of the classes.  Julie W noted that this was brought 

before the Committee last semester and the faculty asked a decision be made early. 

The decision was made by the PC to not cancel Spring Break.  Cheryl also noted that 

another consideration is that K-12 and nearby colleges try to coordinate breaks with 



Southern.  Area schools are maintaining their Spring Break schedules.  Julie S. 

suggested online a week after Spring Break depending on case numbers at that time.  

In answer to Hayley’s questions, students would be asked to quarantine off-campus.  

Nick and Mikh agreed that faculty would do whatever for safety’s sake, but would 

like enough time to adjust classes.   

b. Communication Subcommittee 

Scott Meeker reported that UMR will be updating the campus guide weekly so if 

there is any information that needs to be included, please send it to them by noon 

on Thursdays.  Library information was updated this week. 

c. Information Technology Subcommittee 

Don reported that Campus Clear is up and running.  Twenty-one hundred have 

registered, most are students.  Utilization is 20-25% - he would like that to improve. 

d. International Subcommittee 

Chad reported that all but one international student has arrived on campus.  That 

student is working on getting a visa.  There are two students here from the South 

Korea Exchange with Southern; one student with dual citizenship went home to 

India over break and has not been able to leave. 

e. Residence Life Subcommittee 

Josh reported approximately 40 new check-ins; a few students did not return.  

Surveys have gone out to returning residents; RAs are checking on these. 

f. Faculty Senate – no report 

g. Empowering U – no report 

h. Staff Senate – no report 

i. Academic Affairs 

Paula reported that the semester seems to be starting smoothly.  Still relocating 

some classes because more faculty would like to meet with the entire class instead 

of the hi-flex classes used last semester.  Hoping next semester will be close to 

normal. 

j. Business Affairs – no report 

k. Physical Plant – no report 

l. Human Resources 

Rob mentioned a short survey that will be going out to employees asking, if 

available, would you get a vaccine.  The Health Center has been approved as a 

vaccinator and they need to have some idea of how much vaccine will be needed. 

m. Health Center 

Julie S. reported on statewide information.  She is expecting changes soon.  The 

Health Center has been approved as a vaccinator; she is ordering storage for the 

vaccine; minimum vaccine order for Pfizer is 975 doses.  Asked if the 975 doses 

include the second vaccine, Julie S. said that she storage is a problem because it 

requires the ultra-cold storage.  Joplin/Jasper County Health Depts do not have 

ultra-cold storage capabilities now.  Also asked if we are assured the second dose, 



Julie S. said that the State will not hold back doses and that there will be plenty 

available.  Second dose is within 3-4 weeks of the first dose but series will not start 

over if the second dose is not delivered within that time.  First dose offers 40-50% 

effective; second dose will bring you up to 95%. 

n. Student Affairs 

Julie W. said the studentaffairs@mssu.edu email account is now up and running. 

o. Athletics 

Continuing testing per MIAA protocol for winter/spring sports.  COVID Task Force 

meeting scheduled today; AD call tomorrow.  MIAA basketball tournament, normally 

in KC, will have all three rounds of men’s and women’s moved to campus sites.  

Those sites will be named at a later date. 

p. Board of Governors – no report 

q. Others 

Cheryl – FYI – Crowder will have Spring Break (3/8-3/14); PSU cancelling Break and 

shortening semester by one week. 

Josh – asked about the use of the FEMA building.  Rob reported that the City is 

wanting to use it; they will start setting up end of this month and begin using the 

facility the first of February and will use for several months. It will be completely 

staffed by the City of Joplin. This will be completely separate from the Health Center 

vaccination process.  The area will be completely partitioned and the Co-op will not 

be affected.  All other space will be utilized by the City.  They are aware that if storm 

shelter must be used, they will accommodate. 

4. Future Meetings – Wednesday, January 27, 2021. Send Julie W. any agenda items you 

would like to share. 

5. Adjourn:  2:04 
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