
COVID-19 Fall Re-Opening Committee 

9.23.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Brenda Beasley, Paula Carson, Jared Bruggeman, Josh Doak, Cheryl Dobson, 

Darren Fullerton, Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, 

Evan Jewsbury, Mike Olmstead (for Heather Lesmeister), Wendy McGrane, Don Mihulka, 

Nicholas Nicoletti, Debra Schow-Smith, Scott Snell, Julie Stamps, Chad Stebbins, Julie Wengert, 

Jeff Zimmerman, Nicholas Staus 

Unable to Attend 

Lori Musser, Hayley Ward, Rob Yust 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. New Items 

 

a. Contingency Planning (attachment) 

Mikh shared his appreciation for adding the phase one, fully re-opened section to 

the document.  Governor Gipson complimented the overall document and said there 

were very little changes requested from the BOG COVID-19 committee when they 

reviewed it last week.  Darren will share this draft with the local health department 

and the health center for additional feedback.  The document will circulate back out 

to this committee once feedback is received.   

 

b. Clarification to the visitor policy – Clarification of admissions tours, etc.  

Darren and Paula said we were waiting on clarification from PC for one item related 

to this topic. 

 

c. University Calendar – Considerations for Fall Break & Thanksgiving Break 

Julie Stamps suggested with Fall Break coming up there needs to be a larger 

educational push the campus community about safety and well-being do’s and 

don’ts.  The communication sub-committee will ensure this educational opportunity 

occurs before the break. 

 

Mikh said he has received a lot of feedback from faculty in favor of moving online 

after Thanksgiving break.  Part of the expectation for preparing for this semester 

included a plan for online, so he feels we still have enough planning time to make it 

an enriching semester-end experience for all students. 



 

Josh mentioned receiving student feedback in a recent residence life survey 

indicating a student desire to go online after Thanksgiving, citing the concerns of the 

onset of flu season and the fact flu and COVID symptoms are similar.  Students 

shared they do not want to be stuck on-campus in quarantine and not be able to go 

home if exposed after Thanksgiving break. Josh explained we had an on-campus 

resident spike in positive and quarantined students after Labor Day. 

 

Cheryl said she prefers we stick our original plan, unless a change in contingency 

plan phases necessitates a change.  Paula agreed and explained one week of 

instruction is extremely valuable and it would be difficult to provide the same quality 

of instruction and end of course experiences in the online environment. 

 

There was consensus we are too close to Fall Break to change plans.  There was 

consensus we not make changes to Thanksgiving Break at this time and continue to 

monitor the numbers.  Also, at this time, we will not make any changes to Spring 

Break 2021. 

 

d. Additional Masks for Spring 2021 

Rob sent an update to Darren before the meeting that MSSU is using CARES funds to 

purchase additional masks for the Spring 2021 semester.  These will be for new 

students, faculty, and staff. 

 

e. Spring Considerations –  

Cheryl saw the following ideas on her listservs she wanted to share them with the 

group.  Paula said we started to make some of these changes prior to the fall 

semester and appreciates the listserv information. 

i. Labs by appointment when course has to be online. 

Cheryl said this could be used at the end of fall, if needed. 

 

ii. Need for additional 8-week F2F courses. 

Cheryl mentioned the spring schedule is currently being entered, so it may be 

too late to implement this idea.   

 

iii. Need for spacing out classes throughout the whole day.  

 

3. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee 

Mike shared the COVID-19 Dashboard continues to be updated. 

 



b. Information Technology Subcommittee 

Don shared a survey conducted last spring helped his team identify the IT needs of 

students.  He asked if we should consider deploying another student survey to 

identify current IT needs, similar to what was completed in March.  Paula thought 

the same survey could work.  Don will work with Scott, Paula, and URM to send this 

survey to students soon. 

 

c. International Subcommittee – no report 

 

d. Faculty Senate –  

Mikh shared some questions faculty have been having.  First, could on-campus 

testing be free of charge for faculty/staff and run out of the health center?  Julie 

Stamps said this topic is coming up as part of her report.  Evan said he had news on 

this topic as well.  Second, there are questions about the COVID-19 dashboard – 

specifically, could we remove the campus clear app numbers (confusion/looks bad) 

and the international numbers (we’ve passed this point in time), and could we add 

the overall quarantine numbers.  Mike will take this feedback back to the 

communication sub-committee. 

 

Mikh said he has had some students share concerns about mask enforcement.  How 

can students report their peers for not wearing masks, or for not following social 

distancing guidelines?  Darren shared students may contact the Student Affairs 

office with these reports and he mentioned the importance of being able to provide 

specific information (name, location, etc.) when making such a report. 

 

e. Empowering U – no report 

 

f. Staff Senate – no report 

 

g. Student Senate – no report 

 

h. Academic Affairs 

Paula said there was a need to provide more clarity to our visitor policy.  There is 

concern about some external guests, who pay membership fees, visiting the 

recreation facilities.  There was consensus these guests should not be allowed on-

campus at this time.  

 

i. Business Affairs 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 

ii. Human Resources  



Evan shared CIGNA is waiving all out of pocket costs for COVID-related visits 

and testing through October 31st.  Buoyhealth offers an online symptom 

checker for employee use.  Flu shots are offered free and on-campus to 

insured employees on October 26th. 

 

j. Student Affairs  

i. Disability Services 

Darren shared Lori has been out so outreach to faculty is coming from the 

Student Affairs office, which will continue throughout the semester.   

 

ii. Health Center 

Julie Stamps said she is wondering how to continue to test our campus 

community when the CARES funds end.  Darren said we would talk to Rob to 

see if we can determine which funds might be able to be used for this 

continued need. 

 

Access Family Health Care is no longer providing testing.   

 

iii. Residence Life Subcommittee 

Josh said Residence Life staff continues to communicate, educate, and serve 

the on-campus residents.    

 

k. Athletics  

Jared shared information about upcoming MIAA meetings.  The MIAA CEO’s meet on 

September 30th about winter sports.  Some sports are practicing with safety 

guidelines in place.  The MIAA CEO’s met last Thursday and the vote was 5-5 on not 

playing football this fall.  Some member institutions released a fall football schedule 

after this vote occurred.  The MIAA Commissioner said the BOG of the NCAA will 

release new protocols soon. 

 

l. Other 

4. The meeting adjourned at 2:34pm. 

Next meeting: September 30th @ 1:15pm, Microsoft Teams 

 


