
COVID-19 Fall 2020 Re-Opening Committee 

11.4.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Cori Reid for Jared Bruggeman, Brenda Beasley, Paula Carson, Josh Doak, Cheryl 

Dobson, Darren Fullerton, Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda 

Hackett, Mike Olmstead, Evan Jewsbury, Don Mihulka, Nicholas Nicoletti, Debra Schow-Smith, 

Scott Snell, Julie Stamps, Nicholas Staus, Chad Stebbins, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Jeff 

Zimmerman 

Unable to Attend 

Wendy McGrane, Rob Yust 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. Follow-Up Items 

a. Name of Committee 

Started out as the re-opening task force and we now are functioning as the COVID 

committee.  These two names are interchangeable for now.   

 

b. Future Meetings 

i. Remaining Fall Meetings:   

1. Nov 11  

2. Nov 18 (BOG Meeting) 

3. Nov 25 (Thanksgiving) 

4. Dec 2  

Consensus is to meet the Tuesday before Thanksgiving online (24th).  

We will not meet on November 18th, but updates could be sent via 

email, if needed.   

Meetings for December will be scheduled and members should 

provide substitutes to attend meetings, if needed due to furloughs. 

ii. Spring Meetings 

1. Same Day/Time? 

2. Start Jan 6? 

This day and time generally works for those on the committee and 

will be scheduled as such for the spring semester. 

 

c. Possible Late Fall Semester Events 



Currently being discussed by PC.  Cori shared athletics is meeting this afternoon to 

look at some modifications suggested by PC.  The MIAA has requested plans by 

Friday, so athletics will submit their plans as a drafted in-progress document or 

request an extension to the Friday deadline. 

 

Paula said it is clear if we move forward with allowing athletics to have guests to 

campus, then considerations for all of campus will need to be considered as well. 

 

3. New Items 

a. Consideration of Rec Center Gym & Free Weights Space 

Julie Stamps shared the rolling positivity rates for our area do not support further 

opening up spaces on-campus.  The group did not feel they could support a change 

to operations at this time. 

 

b. CDC Guideline Change Impact for Spring 2021 

So far, the models built for fall delivery of courses is what is being planned for 

spring.  Nick suggested checking all of the classrooms to allow for 6 ft. distance in all 

directions.  Marsi said some changes have already occurred in the College of Arts 

and Sciences for the current semester as well as next semester with regard to the 

reduction of in-person attendance maximums and section sizes. 

 

Julie Stamps shared we need to be vigilant in educating campus about the new CDC 

guidelines for a qualifying contact.  For example, on-campus residents should wear 

masks in common spaces of the dorm rooms.  Another example is that faculty will 

need to remind students to spread out when they enter classes as they tend to 

cluster upon arrival. 

 

Josh shared Residence Life is implementing different promotional strategies through 

social media and residence life cinema for on-campus residents; they are re-focusing 

their recent messaging on masks. 

 

Jeff said they have removed and rearranged furniture in Plaster, but added signage 

could be useful in many buildings. 

 

c. Student Resolution 

There is a resolution in existence, but it has not gone through the Student Senate 

yet.  Hayley said this resolution will be discussed at tonight’s Student Senate 

meeting and she will let the committee know if it passes tonight. 

 

Mikh said the Faculty Senate voted 15-13-1 as willing to co-sign the resolution, if the 

resolution went through Student Senate at their next meeting.  Staff Senate has the 



Student Senator, who presented to Faculty Senate, on their next agenda.  Staff 

Senate will not vote on this at their meeting. 

 

Nick said time is of the essence with regard to the nature of the resolution.  Caveats 

should be allowed for certain reasons/scenarios. 

 

Julie Stamps shared there is always more testing that occurs any time individuals 

leave and engage with others in group settings, then come back to campus.  She also 

shared some State of MO data illustrating how the volume of cases has increased 

from last month to the present. 

 

4. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee 

Mike said the dashboard and website have been updated as of Monday.  We now 

have segments that show total quarantines and isolations for on-campus and off-

campus students. 

 

b. Information Technology Subcommittee  
Don commented the ability to use our technology is key for our ability to continue 
engaging the campus community in a variety of meaningful ways (plays, fitness 
classes, etc).  Many kudos to Don and the IT team were shared for their assistance 
with these efforts. 
 

c. International Subcommittee – no report 

 

d. Faculty Senate –  

Mikh said faculty are concerned about the breakdown in the number of students 

being impacted; is anyone disproportionately being impacted?  Specifically, there 

was concern about our student-athlete population.  Darren said due to privacy 

concerns it is inappropriate to publicly share this student information.  Julie Stamps 

agreed and commented any time there are groups getting together there is risk for 

spread.  

 

Mikh said faculty asked about the contingency plan not having “bright lines” as 

explicit triggers for moving amongst the phases.  How will we know when we will 

move without a number or a goal?  Darren explained a previous draft of the 

contingency plan did have more specific numbers; however, after further discussion 

with local health professionals, it was determined some of the numbers in the 

original draft may not be helpful in determining if the university should make 

changes to its operations; there have not been any established “bright lines” 



regionally or nationally to adopt.  Some areas do have tangible numbers such as 

access to PPE and testing supplies as well as university quarantine and isolation 

spaces. 

 

e. Empowering U – no report 

 

f. Staff Senate – no report 

There will be a special COVID meeting after the regular meeting this month.  Angel 

Tree will be different this year due to COVID. 

 

g. Student Senate 

The COVID adhoc committee met for the first time last week.  They are working on a 

way for students to electronically communicate with the Student Senate about any 

concerns or questions about COVID. 

 

h. Academic Affairs – no report 

 

i. Business Affairs – no report 

 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 

ii. Human Resources – no report 

 

j. Student Affairs  

 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps shared we were approved for the Bynax Now tests and her staff 

is being trained to administer and report on these tests. 

 

ii. Residence Life Subcommittee – no report 

 

k. Athletics – no report 

The MIAA ADs meet tomorrow.  Three MIAA schools hosted football games and they 

will share their experiences in having hosted those events.  The MIAA COVID Task 

Force meets tomorrow. 

 

l. Other 

Governor Gipson asked about our status with MSSU being a vaccination site.  Julie 

Stamps said she has this on her to-do list.  It will likely be late spring before we 

receive vaccinations we could use with our campus populations. 



5. The meeting adjourned at 2:43pm. 

Next meeting: November 11th @ 1:15pm, Microsoft Teams 

 


