
COVID-19 Fall 2020 Re-Opening Committee 

11.17.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Brenda Beasley, Jared Bruggeman, Paula Carson, Josh Doak, Cheryl Dobson, 

Darren Fullerton, Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, 

Evan Jewsbury, Wendy McGrane, Don Mihulka, Nicholas Nicoletti, Mike Olmstead, Debra 

Schow-Smith, Scott Snell, Julie Stamps, Chad Stebbins, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Jeff 

Zimmerman 

Unable to Attend 

Nicholas Staus, Rob Yust 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. Follow-Up Items 

a. Prep for Online Learning After Thanksgiving Break 

Paula said the process/resolution allowed Academic Affairs to look at courses that 

needed to remain on campus after Thanksgiving Break.  Deans and Department 

Heads are assessing individual course needs.  The library will be open for regular 

hours. 

 

Marsi shared information about library testing rooms with HonorLock capabilities 

and web cams to check out from the circulation desk. 

 

We are not mandating student employees leave after Thanksgiving; however, 

supervisors can send requests directly to their respective PC members for approval 

for student employees to stay here and work after Thanksgiving break. 

 

b. Upcoming Meetings in November 

i. Tuesday – discussion by email; send agenda items by Monday at noon; no 

Teams meeting next week. 

 

3. New Items 

a. Staff Schedules after Thanksgiving Break 

Darren said there was a request for clarification on staff schedules when we go 

online.  The expectation for staff is MSSU is open and staff should report to work.  

Some faculty may work from home and some may not, depending on each class 

situation. 



 

Paula shared HR is working on a telework policy for a future proposal. 

 

b. Athletic Spectators for December 

Darren shared the release from athletics yesterday.  The release includes the plan 

for November/December basketball. No home games in November.  The release can 

be sent to the committee for details. 

 

Hayley asked how COVID-19 precautionary requirements will be enforced.  Jared 

said they will be strictly enforced and fans will be removed for non-compliance. 

 

Mikh asked about the 10%/400 number.  Jared said currently there are 388 season 

ticket holders/Lionbacker members.  Jared explained some attendance nuances of 

our typical basketball crowd.  The MIAA rules allows for up to 25% for a spectator 

crowds. 

 

Debra asked about the ticket allowance for student-athlete families and Jared 

explained there are under 20 participants on each team.  Debra asked if these tickets 

were included in the 400 number and Jared said they were not. 

 

Julie Stamps asked about the BOG call from yesterday regarding the evaluation of 

how it goes in December to determine future plans for January, and which indicators 

we would use to assess the January plan.  Jared said we would hear from 

LionBackers if there were issues amongst that population.  Julie Stamps would like to 

go on record as stating she does not think having fans, including external guests or 

groups, at basketball is a good idea.  Mikh stated he agrees with Julie Stamps and 

this puts the community at risk. 

 

Nick asked how we would go about considering other on-campus groups having the 

ability (like athletics) to have guests on campus again.  Paula said groups should 

propose and develop COVID-19 plans and requests to review future options for 

external guest attendance exceptions.  These will be handled on a case by case basis 

as an exception to the overarching policy on external guests. 

 

4. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Student Senate 

Hayley said Student Senate will be discussing the basketball spectator policy at their 

next meeting. 

 

b. Communication Subcommittee 



Mike said we have updated the dashboard as of Monday.  President Van Galen 

recorded a message for the campus community to go out before break.  

Subcommittee members should send info to Mike as the meeting for tomorrow has 

time conflicts and may not be rescheduled. 

 

Over thirty videos have been created so far for important COVID-19 messages to go 

out to the campus community. 

 

c. Information Technology Subcommittee 
Don explained the rollout plans for conversion to the new phone system. 
 

d. International Subcommittee – no report 

 

e. Faculty Senate – no report 

 

f. Empowering U – no report 

 

g. Staff Senate  

Staff Senate is working with Business Affairs to distribute the new masks in Hearnes 

Hall, Tuesday, November 17, from 10am-2pm. 

 

h. Academic Affairs  

Paula shared nearly 400 students have signed up for the commencement ceremony.  

They hope to see a 90% participation rate of the December 2020 class. 

 

i. Business Affairs – no report 

 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 

ii. Human Resources  

Evan shared that CIGNA released info about the COVID-19 vaccine being 

available at no cost through the insurance plan. 

 

Antigen testing is out of pocket for employees on CIGNA insurance plans. 

 

Paula asked how much voluntary COVID-19 tests would be, if students desire 

to do this?  Julie Stamps questioned the effectiveness of doing these tests. 

 

j. Student Affairs  

Darren explained students will not be forced out of on-campus housing.  Students 

who check out of their on-campus residence will have a two-week refund processed. 



 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps shared the tent area is being built now.  We are not loaded as 

onboarders for rapid testing quite yet.  We are hearing it would be April 

before we would give the vaccine to students here on campus. 

 

ii. Residence Life Subcommittee  

Josh reported Residence Life has updated the Housing COVID FAQ page to 

reflect changes for Spring 2021.  We’re also communicating with current 

residents about the end of semester process. 

 

Julie Stamps asked how on-campus students will eat when possibly 

quarantined on-campus when the cafeteria is not open over break.  Julie 

Wengert shared Josh had previously discussed the Resident Directors would 

coordinate grocery pick-ups in these cases. 

 

k. Athletics 

Jared shared some NCAA testing requirements for student-athletes, including once a 

week testing for tier one sports.  March Madness will be held in Indianapolis.  Jared 

will work with Julie Stamps and Rob Yust regarding testing company options and 

plans to meet NCAA requirements. 

 

l. Board of Governors 

Governor Gipson said the BOG COVID-19 Task Force met yesterday with updates 

from many individuals on this committee.  The updates given here today are many 

of the ones shared with the BOG committee yesterday. 

 

m. Other 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:06pm. 

Next meeting: by email November 24th   

December 2nd regular meeting via Teams 

 


