
COVID-19 Fall 2020 Re-Opening Committee 

11.11.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Cori Reid for Jared Bruggeman, Brenda Beasley, Paula Carson, Josh Doak, Cheryl 

Dobson, Darren Fullerton, Governor Rosenberg for Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh 

Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, Evan Jewsbury, Wendy McGrane, Don Mihulka, Nicholas 

Nicoletti, Mike Olmstead, Debra Schow-Smith, Scott Snell, Julie Stamps, Nicholas Staus, Chad 

Stebbins, President Van Galen, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Rob Yust, Jeff Zimmerman 

Unable to Attend 

N/A 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. Follow-Up Items 

a. Thanksgiving Break 

President Van Galen expressed thanks to the group and to the campus community 

for their continued work in providing a safe campus environment during the 

pandemic.  He referenced the email announcement, which came out earlier today, 

regarding the plan for delivering courses during the two weeks of the semester after 

Thanksgiving break. 

 

There was discussion about the grading scale, which will be further discussed with 

Academic Leadership in addition to faculty. 

 

b. Upcoming Meetings in November 

i. Tuesdays 

1. November 17th 1:15pm via Teams 

2. November 24th 1:15pm via Teams 

 

3. New Items 

 

4. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee 

Mike said the dashboard was updated as of Monday.  Staff Senate asked if we could 

have an option to track past numbers to better show the timeline/progression of 

data.  A Campus Clear app video and email message will be going out before the 



break.  URM had over 50 individuals come in to record congratulatory messages for 

our students to be shown at the walk-through commencement. 

 

Numbers on the dashboard are ONLY those who are tested through the Willcoxon 

Health Center.  Human Resources can work with URM and the Willcoxon Health 

Center to ensure employee data is accurate. 

 

b. Information Technology Subcommittee – no report 
 

c. International Subcommittee  

International Admissions is receiving many deferrals; however, we do have some 

international students planning to be here for the spring semester.  Some partner 

institutions are sending online only students. 

 

d. Faculty Senate – no report 

 

e. Empowering U – no report 

 

f. Staff Senate  

Debra said Staff Senate met this morning and they were on board with the decision 

to pivot online after Thanksgiving.  The Staff Senate desires to see more accurate 

and timely communication with the dashboard and with contact tracing.  Julie 

Stamps explained the CDC guidelines pertaining to cleaning, and can put something 

together to better educate the campus community. 

 

g. Student Senate 

Hayley expressed thanks on behalf of all students for the work faculty and staff are 

doing, especially with the recent support for the Student Senate resolution. 

 

h. Academic Affairs  

Paula said faculty were notified at the same time as the campus community about 

the two weeks after Thanksgiving Break, so there was not time to address any 

concerns prior to the announcement coming out.  More communication on this will 

come out in the next few weeks, and Academic Affairs is happy to help answer 

questions and work through the details prior to Thanksgiving break. 

 

i. Business Affairs  

Rob said the State recently received additional CARES funding, but we do not know 

how much will be coming to MSSU.  We are close to spending down the funding 

already provided to us, which expires in December.  The coordination of mask 

distribution for spring is ongoing. 



Paula asked if we could try to ask for county funds again, which Rob will look into. 

 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 

ii. Human Resources – no report 

 

j. Student Affairs  

Darren said Pfizer is close to having a vaccine, but it will likely be limited access for 

Missouri.  There will be different phases and tiers for the distribution of the vaccine, 

occurring at varying timeframes.  Julie Stamps said college campuses likely would 

not have vaccines until April 2021. 

 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps shared this week her staff continued training on the Bynex Now 

rapid tests, but we have not been able to use them yet because of the State 

needing to enter institutions into the required reporting system. 

 

ii. Residence Life Subcommittee  

Josh said a Q/A was sent out to on-campus residents as follow-up about 

today’s announcement.  The Residence Halls WILL remain open. 

 

Paula brought up there is some concern about students who want to leave 

campus and cannot get a refund in the scenario they have only one class for 

they need to remain on-campus.  Darren explained if students remain on 

campus, then they are still using facilities and eating meals and a refund 

would not be provided. 

 

k. Athletics – no report 

Cori said athletics continues to adjust and work on a spectator plan for home 

contests.  Basketball starts next Thursday and their testing and travel protocols are 

in place.   

 

l. Other 

Governor Rosenberg expressed thanks for everyone’s diligence in completing this 

important work.   

 

Darren shared the BOG will have their COVID subcommittee meeting next week. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:04pm. 

Next meeting: November 17th @ 1:15pm, Microsoft Teams 



 


