
COVID-19 Fall Re-Opening Committee 

10.28.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Brenda Beasley, Paula Carson, Cheryl Dobson, Darren Fullerton, Governor Bill 

Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, Mike Olmstead for Heather 

Lesmeister, Evan Jewsbury, Don Mihulka, Nicholas Nicoletti, Debra Schow-Smith, Scott Snell, 

Julie Stamps, Nicholas Staus, Chad Stebbins, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Rob Yust, Jeff 

Zimmerman 

Unable to Attend 

Jared Bruggeman, Josh Doak, Wendy McGrane 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

a. Current State of Missouri numbers in the last 7 days:  new cases are over 12k; 76 

new deaths; positivity rate 23.5%; over 1400 hospitalized as of 25th 

b. Current Joplin numbers as of yesterday 10pm: Total cases – 2,183; Joplin 212 active 

cases; 36 deaths; last 7 days – 229 new cases; 59 cases in last day; up 31.61% change 

from last 8-14 days ago; highest age group for total cases is ages 20-29 with 494 

cases, second highest age group is under 20 with 344 cases, then ages 30-39 with 

310 cases; hospital COVID-19 occupancy is 65; positivity rate from a few days ago is 

15.6%.   

 

2. Follow-Up Items 

a. Contingency Planning Document 

Mike affirmed the document is currently placed under Student Tab of institutional 

COVID website.  It has also been placed on the main COVID page and the Faculty 

page.   

 

b. Possible Late Fall Semester Events 

Darren asked for feedback from the group about spectators being able to attend 

basketball contests coming up in December, after commencement.  The MIAA is 

allowing spectators, up to 25% capacity (about 900 in L & P) with social distancing 

and masks.  Concessions would be allowed.  Court side seating would be limited.  

Cheer and band would be away from sidelines.  Joplin is still operating within the 

mass gathering guidelines, which cap at 250 gathered per event.  Darren shared this 

is what he knows as of right now and athletics may have more updated information 

but could not be on the call today. 

 



Julie Stamps said she does not think the campus is ready for mass gatherings.  Mikh 

said a handful of faculty members feel this is a bad idea.  Nick shared if we start 

allowing spectators at athletics events, then other events will be wanting to open up 

to guests as well, which could be detrimental to both our campus and local 

communities.  Julie Stamps agreed this could be detrimental to the campus 

community if more guests are coming to campus.  Paula assured the group there 

would be no double-standard in the application of allowing groups to have guests.  

Paula suggested the period of time after December commencement when students 

are not in classes could be a good time to pilot allowing guests to campus, if we 

could handle the crowd and enforce our policies.  Debra shared there has been 

some staff feedback on both sides of the fence, which is where the idea for virtual 

watch parties emerged.  Evan suggested we look at local school districts for 

guidance.  Lorinda shared local superintendent general feedback (as of yesterday) 

indicated wide variances in preventative approaches in K-12 districts, which could 

prevent us from learning much from those approaches.  Until very recently, the 

spread of COVID-19 on campus has not been through the classroom setting.  Hayley 

said she and another Student Senate Executive felt opening up to spectators for 

basketball would be hazardous.  Bryan said he is not comfortable with his staff 

having to work these events.  The majority of members (15/20) are opposed to 

allowing spectators to attend basketball games. 

 

Paula shared any other end of semester academic events must be approved, and 

must be a walk-thru format.   

 

c. Spring 2021 planning; committees reconvene 

Darren asked for feedback about Spring Break 2021 plans.  Paula said Academic 

Affairs’ current position is to maintain the academic calendar as originally scheduled.  

Cheryl commented about the importance of a break and the impact of mental well-

being.  Julie Stamps said educational materials to the campus community should be 

heavy as we near the Spring Break timeframe.  Paula said we can continue to assess 

the situation and remain flexible as the time nears. 

 

Hayley said a student asked whether we would allow inter-state travel with student 

organizations.  Darren reminded the group during the fall semester employee and 

student travel has not been allowed, so we will need to re-assess this for the spring 

semester.  Paula shared we would try to do this if it is prudent; we will need to 

assess the situation as we get closer to the beginning of the spring term. 

 

3. New Items 

a. US CDC Revised Guidelines 



Darren explained the revision for a qualifying contact now says the 15-minute span 

does not have to be continuous, rather the equivalent of 15 minutes within 6 ft 

distance within 24 hours.  Julie Stamps said this has somewhat impacted contact 

tracing efforts.  She explained two examples of how this has impacted roommate 

interactions and student-athlete interactions during practice.  Some of the 

surrounding counties are handling things differently, so we need to remain vigilant 

in our masking and social distancing.  Julie Stamps recommended we continue to 

meet via Zoom and avoid break room gatherings. 

 

b. BinexNow Antigen Testing Application Complete 

 

c. Memorandum of Agreement with MDHSS to provide Vaccine when available 

Darren shared Julie Stamps and he are working on this so that MSSU can be a future 

vaccination site for a future COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

4. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee 

Mike said the dashboard and website have been updated as of Monday.  The health 

center asked for a space on the main site, which was created last week.  The 

CampusClear app messaging continues to be addressed.  Hayley said Student Senate 

will be reviewing the COVID-19 FAQ’s as they relate to student questions, and will 

request additional content be added to the site, if needed. 

 

b. Information Technology Subcommittee  
Don shared we are at about 20% usage rate right now for the CampusClear app.  
 

c. International Subcommittee  

Chad said the subcommittee met briefly yesterday.  We are expecting a few 

international students for Spring 2021.  Arriving international students will not be 

required to quarantine upon arriving to the campus because of local numbers being 

higher at this point in time compared to fall arrival.  Orientation is tentatively 

scheduled for January 12-14th and the mode of delivery is still being discussed.  Chad 

said he will talk to Academic Affairs about a date of late arrival (February 2nd) due to 

potential time delays related to obtaining visas. 

 

d. Faculty Senate – no report 

 

e. Empowering U – no report 

 

f. Staff Senate – no report 



 

g. Student Senate 

Hayley shared a student question about the dorms.  Is there still a buyout fee being 

charged for students who move out of the dorms out of fear of COVID or a family 

fear of COVID?  Darren asked the question be sent to him so that Residence Life 

could address it when Josh gets back to campus. 

 

h. Academic Affairs 

Brenda asked if the new mask order was for only new students and employees.  She 

shared it would be prudent to provide a supply of disposable masks to departments 

as we did in the spring for the first two weeks of the semester.  Rob said the order 

was for all employees and students and we would use the same methodology as fall 

for disbursement in the spring. 

 

i. Business Affairs – no report 

 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 

ii. Human Resources – no report 

 

j. Student Affairs  

Darren said we are still working with individuals who need to be away from class. 

 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps shared they collaborated with IT to develop an online reporting 

form, which is now live on the website.  This form can be used to report 

illness and contact information, which will prompt the health center to reach 

out to the reporting individual for further assessment and discussion. 

 

Julie Stamps asked Hayley to find out how we can get more student 

participation on the CampusClear app.  Hayley will follow-up. 

 

ii. Residence Life Subcommittee – no report 

 

k. Athletics – no report 

 

l. Other 

Upcoming meetings for this committee may need to be adjusted due to conflicts 

with the next BOG meeting and upcoming holiday breaks. 

 



Governor Gipson asked how many students were signed up for commencement.  

Mikh and Cheryl reported about 200 students have signed up so far. 

 

5. The meeting adjourned at 2:23pm. 

Next meeting: November 4th @ 1:15pm, Microsoft Teams 

 


