
COVID-19 Fall Re-Opening Committee 

10.21.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Brenda Beasley, Jared Bruggeman, Paula Carson, Josh Doak, Cheryl Dobson, 

Darren Fullerton, Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, 

Evan Jewsbury, Wendy McGrane, Lori Musser, Don Mihulka, Nicholas Nicoletti, Debra Schow-

Smith, Scott Snell, Julie Stamps, Nicholas Staus, Chad Stebbins, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Rob 

Yust 

Unable to Attend 

Mike Olmstead for Heather Lesmeister, Jeff Zimmerman 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. Follow-Up Items 

a. Contingency Planning Document 

Document was emailed to URM for posting to the COVID webpage after consultation 

from local health officials and CDC. 

b. CIGNA COVID Testing Information 

Evan sent a campus email yesterday communicating information from CIGNA about 

COVID-19 test and treatment related cost waivers and extensions.   

 

3. New Items 

a. Returning to campus community after being positive 

Julie Wengert shared information about a student who is feeling isolated/excluded 

by peers and employees after returning to campus from isolation.  Julie Stamps 

explained the heavy work involved in making sure students are cleared to come back 

to campus.  Lorinda said communication is key in all situations. 

b. Post-positive cases, who remain ill to return 

Julie Wengert shared information about situations arising when students have 

completed their isolation, tried to return to campus, but are still too ill to return to 

campus.  There has been a little confusion if the student should be in class or not. 

Julie Stamps explained the amount of time it takes to recover can vary from person 

to person. 

c. Spring 2021 planning; committees reconvene 

Darren requested all subcommittees reconvene, if not currently meeting, in 

preparation for the start of the Spring semester (housing, international, etc.).   



Rob said we need to think about our “normal” end of semester activities and/or 

events such as holiday office parties and check with Julie Stamps on if it is 

appropriate to continue to host these this year.   

 

Jared shared the MIAA CEO’s approved a document for winter sports, which will be 

emailed to the committee. 

 

Julie Stamps was on a CDC webinar Monday, and they discussed large group 

gatherings being key in spreading COVID-19.  Sometimes sacrifices must be made if 

we want to meet our end goal of finishing the semester face to face; we cannot let 

our guard down!  Julie Stamps shared some recent data from the Missouri 

Department of Health & Senior Services: 

• COVID positivity rate has risen 5% in the last 30 days 

• 7 day rolling average for cases in MO 2199 yesterday 2982 and 1 month ago 

rolling average was 1480 

• Approximately 49.4% of cases are 39 years of age or younger 

• The 7 day moving average of the positivity rate is 21.1% (most recent 3 days 

are excluded) 

• As of Oct 16 Missouri is reporting record highs for hospitalizations and rolling 

day average 

• Remaining hospital capacity statewide is 42% and ICU capacity is remaining 

at 29% 

 

4. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee 

Darren shared, on behalf of Mike Olmstead, the dashboard was updated Monday 

morning.  More information is being added to the website for further clarification as 

requested by the Willcoxon Health Center.  A reminder was sent out to campus to 

remind individuals to not come to campus if they feel ill. 

 

b. Information Technology Subcommittee  

Don shared we had 2,739 responses to the technology survey, which was a higher 

response rate than last April.  Don will make the survey results available to this 

group via a new Microsoft Teams folder created for this committee.  Don explained 

an executive summary of this report could be provided to the campus community. 

  



 

c. International Subcommittee  

Chad said the subcommittee will begin meeting again to prepare for Spring 2021.  

Julie Stamps will begin investigating quarantine requirements for international 

students entering next semester. 

 

d. Faculty Senate – no report 

 

e. Empowering U – no report 

 

f. Staff Senate 

Debra shared Staff Senate brainstormed the possibility of hosting “watch parties” via 

live streaming for end of semester events such as commencement, athletic contests, 

etc.  Debra, Mike, and Don will collaborate on continuing this brainstorm. 

 

g. Student Senate 

Darren said the first COVID-19 subcommittee of the Student Senate meets tonight. 

 

h. Academic Affairs 

Paula brought up the idea of mandatory use of the #CampusClear app, which was 

discussed this week at PC with Julie Stamps.  Julie Stamps explained there are still 

people (knowingly) coming to campus ill, which has recently caused larger groups of 

students and faculty to be isolated and quarantined.  Julie Stamps explained a paper 

form for self-screening could be an alternative to using the app.  There was 

consensus of the committee there should be no punitive sanctions for lack of use of 

the app; this requirement would be an additional effort to mitigate the risk of ill 

persons infecting others on-campus. Julie Wengert and Marsi Archer thought 

additional signs on the entry doors to all buildings might make individuals think 

twice before entering, if feeling ill.  Julie Stamps will work with the President’s Office 

on how to best communicate with the campus community of this 

requirement/expectation. 

 

Evan shared The Joplin School District is utilizing blue tooth technology with cell 

phones for temperature checks. 

 

Paula provided a commencement update: the student sign-up is live, and so far, we 

have had an overall positive response to the plan.  Approximately 800 spots are 

available overall, with plenty of capacity remaining as of today.  

 

i. Business Affairs 



Rob said the spring mask supply has arrived.  Plans for distribution are in the works.  

We are ordering sanitizers for custodial staff to use in each building.  We have more 

CARES funds to spend, and the deadline to spend these funds is quickly approaching. 

  

i. Physical Plant  

Bryan said the tent for Willcoxon Health Center testing efforts has arrived.  

Eventually heat sources and light will be available for the tent space as well.  

This will help with COVID-19 testing occurring outside during the winter 

months.  Julie Stamps expressed gratitude for this accommodation. 

 

ii. Human Resources 

Evan said community members are reaching out to HR complaining about the 

inability to use on-campus facilities.  Evan shared campus Flu Clinic 

information. 

 

j. Student Affairs  

Julie Wengert shared a brief update about the MDHEWD COVID-19 call today.  She 

explained the call was focused on the Bynex Now COVID-19 testing product.  Julie 

Stamps said we are ahead of the game on our ability to implement the use of the 

Bynex Now testing product.  We have reason to believe we will have access to an 

ample test supply.  

 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps asked the group to please encourage individuals to get their flu 

shots.  There have already been confirmed flu cases in our area. 

 

URM is adding a testing section to the Q & A page.  Julie Stamps asked the 

group to talk to employees, who are not masking.  She encouraged everyone 

to mask up! 

 

ii. Residence Life Subcommittee – no report 

 

k. Athletics  

Jared said MIAA CEO’s met Tuesday and passed the return to play legislation.  The 

NCAA said anyone who plays winter sports this season will have a season added, 

which will have financial implications.   

 

Athletics is trying to complete furloughs during the fall semester because all sports 

will be active in the spring. 

 

l. Other 



5. The meeting adjourned at 2:31pm. 

Next meeting: October 21st @ 1:15pm, Microsoft Teams 

 


