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Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. Follow-Up Items 

 

a. Spring Planning 

Cheryl shared she learned during her MACRAO Zoom meeting some institutions are 

already working on Fall 2021 planning.   

 

Brenden shared some members of the Faculty Senate desired for decisions 

regarding any pivots to online, or changes to the regularly scheduled semester, be 

made earlier rather than later in order to optimize academic planning needs.  The 

Thanksgiving decision was made too late for proper planning.  Regarding Spring 

Break feedback, the Faculty Senate felt a one-day scattered break approach is too 

disruptive to the academic semester.  It would be greatly appreciated if any Spring 

Break changes could be decided upon before the winter break.  Brenden said some 

of the members of Faculty Senate expressed their opinion on making a Spring Break 

decision, and one of the members summed those thoughts up in saying they desire 

to “see actual leadership from the administration” on this topic.  Brenden said it was 

further expressed the response that it is too early to decide on Spring Break plans at 

this point in time is “not an acceptable response” because other institutions have 

been able to make these decisions prior to the start of their semesters. 

 

Cheryl mentioned a local school district’s decision to remove snow days from their 

schedule since the pandemic has enhanced their ability to use Zoom for the delivery 

of courses.  Brenden said reliable internet could be a problem for our rural students.  

Don explained some of the enhancements we have made to campus since March to 

mitigate internet issues.  Don also shared we have some ideas in the hopper to 

continue to address options for increased internet access. 



 

Regarding the survey discussion from last week, Faculty Senators felt the survey may 

not be the best route forward regarding Spring Break planning. 

 

b. CDC Guidelines 

Julie Stamps explained how last week the CDC changed some of their guidelines.  

Fourteen days is still the safest option for a quarantine.  Some studies indicate a 

limited risk for ending a quarantine earlier under very specific circumstances.  Julie 

Stamps explained the updated guidelines, and she thinks the Joplin Health 

Department has already adopted the updated guidelines.  Local health agencies 

have the flexibility to handle things differently, if desired.  Julie Stamps cautioned 

there will likely be more confusion caused by the flexibility in the decision for 

adoption, or lack of adoption, of the new CDC guidelines.  The State of Missouri has 

not adopted these guidelines yet.  Julie Stamps mentioned the possibility of 

requiring the use of #CampusClear when individuals are quarantining. 

 

c. Basketball Spectator Analytics 

Jared said we have opened the discussions with the MIAA on how to properly 

measure the success of any fans at the games at other schools in the league. This 

was essentially met with little dialogue as it isn’t apparent of what a good measuring 

stick would be. We are working on a report that supports the success with some 

data.  

 

3. New Items 

a. Resource of Interest - https://indoor-covid-safety.herokuapp.com/ 

Julie Wengert submitted this as a resource of interest.  Paula said we need to be 

careful with this resource, if we are considering further promotion of the resource 

for academic planning. 

 

b. Article of Interest - https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hospital-management-

administration/we-ve-moved-from-stress-to-trauma-here-s-what-that-means-for-

leaders.html 

Julie Stamps submitted this an article of interest. 

 

4. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee – no report 

 

b. Information Technology Subcommittee  

https://indoor-covid-safety.herokuapp.com/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hospital-management-administration/we-ve-moved-from-stress-to-trauma-here-s-what-that-means-for-leaders.html
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hospital-management-administration/we-ve-moved-from-stress-to-trauma-here-s-what-that-means-for-leaders.html
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/hospital-management-administration/we-ve-moved-from-stress-to-trauma-here-s-what-that-means-for-leaders.html


#CampusClear – Don shared 2,000 students and employees are registered users of 

the app.  Prior to Thanksgiving we were at about a 20-25% usage rate.  After 

Thanksgiving, our usage rate dropped to 5%. 

 

c. International Subcommittee  

Chad said we are expecting about 15-16 new international students for the Spring 

2021 semester.  We have received three airport pickup requests so far.  January 9th 

is the earliest arrival date for any incoming international student.  International 

Admissions will host a 2-day live online orientation in January. 

 

d. Residence Life Subcommittee – no report 

 

e. Faculty Senate  

Brenden commented if this committee is reformed or restructured for next 

semester, then the Faculty Senate desires to have a representative on any new 

committee charged with COVID-19 related responsibilities. 

 

f. Empowering U – no report 

 

g. Staff Senate – no report 

 

h. Student Senate –  

Hayley asked if the minutes from these meetings could be posted to the COVID-19 

website.  Mike said URM could accomplish this. 

 

i. Academic Affairs – no report 

 

j. Business Affairs – no report 

 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 

ii. Human Resources – no report 

 

k. Student Affairs  

Darren said the State of Missouri indicated they may have approximately 300,000 

vaccines by the end of January.  The first tier for vaccine recipients is for health care 

professionals.  The State does not know if our students in clinicals will qualify as a 

tier one recipient. 

 

Julie Stamps said we will likely only have the Moderna vaccine on campus due to 

storage requirements for other companies’ vaccines. 



 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps said we are still working on our COVID-19 vaccination 

application.  We will continue doing rapid tests for symptomatic individuals 

this spring, and PCR testing will continue to run through our partner lab and 

billed to the individual’s insurance.  She is also currently reviewing the MIAA 

Return to Sport update for spring sports.  The Willcoxon Health Center is 

closing December 23rd – January 4th. 

 

l. Athletics 

Jared said there will be increased testing requirements as we onboard VB, SB, Track, 

FB, Soccer and Baseball in the spring; the requirements vary based on the levels of 

risk per sport. 

 

m. Board of Governors – no report 

 

n. Other 

The meeting adjourned at 2:26pm. 

 

Darren said our final meeting for the semester is next week. 

Next meeting: December 16th  1:15pm via Teams 

 


