
COVID-19 Fall 2020 Re-Opening Committee 

12.2.2020 

Attendees 

Marsi Archer, Brenda Beasley, Jared Bruggeman, Paula Carson, Josh Doak, Cheryl Dobson, 

Darren Fullerton, Governor Bill Gipson, Bryan Goodwin, Mikh Gunderman, Lorinda Hackett, 

Wendy McGrane, Don Mihulka, Nicholas Nicoletti, Mike Olmstead, Debra Schow-Smith, Scott 

Snell, Julie Stamps, Nicholas Staus, Chad Stebbins, Hayley Ward, Julie Wengert, Rob Yust, Jeff 

Zimmerman 

Unable to Attend 

Evan Jewsbury 

Notes 

1. Welcome   

 

2. New Items 

a. Spring Planning 

Paula shared the recent pivot to distance learning after Thanksgiving break was not 

intended to be sustained for the Spring semester.  We plan to come back face to 

face for the Spring 2021 semester. 

 

Julie Stamps said ill people are still showing up to campus for class and work.  How 

can we be more robust about our messaging to the campus community about not 

coming to campus ill?  Julie Stamps said we also need help with reporting positive 

cases, specifically with positive employee cases.  How can we best facilitate the 

reporting of positive employee cases?  Don suggested we consider the 

#CampusClear app as a mechanism to use to help mitigate these issues.  

 

The committee discussed other spring planning topics, including Spring Break.  A 

variety of options were presented.  Julie Stamps said overall cases in MO doubled in 

November, and early predictions indicated MO would not be any better off by 

March or April.  A survey may be sent out to the campus community to obtain 

feedback regarding the safety concerns of taking a full Spring Break.  Hayley and Nick 

Nicoletti are working on the survey. 

 

b. Basketball Spectator Analytics 

Governor Gipson mentioned if we want to use the outcome of December spectator 

attendance at basketball events to help guide future decisions on having external 

guests on campus, then we should have athletics develop some sort of analytical 



process by which we can monitor the spread of COVID-19 from December basketball 

attendees.  Jared said this will be discussed the next MIAA meeting. 

 

3. Updates/Subcommittee Reports 

 

a. Communication Subcommittee 

Mike said the dashboard has been reconfigured to enable viewing of previous data.  

Mike attended a webinar about COVID-19 social media strategies; he said to look up 

Boston University and how their student led campaign had an impact on their 

campus. 

 

b. Information Technology Subcommittee – no report 
 

c. International Subcommittee – no report 

 

d. Residence Life Subcommittee  

Josh reported 268 students submitted an early release form to leave the dorms after 

Thanksgiving.  Refunds have been provided as of this week.  Josh said we will use the 

#CampusClear app as a screening tool for spring arrival of on-campus residents. 

 

e. Faculty Senate – no report 

 

f. Empowering U – no report 

 

g. Staff Senate  

Debra mentioned we can add verbiage to the timesheet emails going out to 

supervisors as a tactic to encourage sick employees to stay home.   

 

h. Student Senate 

Hayley shared the COVID-19 adhoc committee will continue to meet over the break. 

 

i. Academic Affairs  

Paula shared we are not supporting social gatherings (holiday parties, potlucks, etc.) 

on-campus for the holiday season. 

 

j. Business Affairs – no report 

Rob said masks have been distributed to employees.  We will distribute student 

masks in the spring. 

 

i. Physical Plant – no report 

 



ii. Human Resources – no report 

 

k. Student Affairs  

Darren shared some specifics about the varying vaccination options. 

 

i. Health Center 

Julie Stamps shared information about the updated quarantine changes from 

the CDC.  She explained the CDC is not saying the disease is less infectious; 

they are saying we are trying to balance people’s needs to attend work and 

school.  The State of Missouri will need to approve these updated CDC 

guidelines prior to us being able to implement them. 

 

Bynex Now testing has been used by the Willcoxon Health Center as of the 

last few weeks.  This is free testing for students.  We received 3,000 tests. 

 

Julie Stamps thanked the Physical Plant for their work on the completion of 

the tent. 

 

We are still waiting on ShowMe Vax approval.  The COVID-19 vaccine will be 

an annual vaccine, similar to the way the flu vaccine works. 

 

Julie Stamps said with the rate of community spread being what it is now, the 

mass testing of returning residents is not going to be as helpful as it was for 

us in the fall.  Residence Life will be using #CampusClear for the self-

monitoring of symptoms for two weeks prior to students’ arrivals. 

 

l. Athletics 

Jared shared athletics is working with Julie Stamps on how to handle testing for 

student-athletes in accordance with NCAA/MIAA policy. 

 

m. Board of Governors – no report 

 

n. Other 

The meeting adjourned at 2:20pm. 

 

Darren said we will meet for the next two weeks.  The Spring 2021 committee may 

be restructured, so stay tuned over the break for more information. 

Next meeting: December 9th  1:15pm via Teams 

 


